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The Naxalism that we witness today does no credit to those who
profess it as well as to those who are opposed to it and claim to be
democrats. One may ask how is this?
The Naxalites have to ask themselves : Is the present process of
Naxalism a practical model which translates revolutionary theory of
Marxism - Leninism and Mao Tsetung thought to build a socialist Indian
state when they are unable to make a distinction between revolutionary
violence and criminal violence and when the latter is overtaking the former
with increasing speed? Can their present and potential capacity for
violence ever overtake the violent capacities of even a decrepit modern
state?
As for the mainstream democrats claiming to be opposed to
violence and Naxalism and believing in socialist or egalitarian society,
they have to ask themselves if they have given adequate response to the
restlessness in their souls at the prevalent injustice and oppression in the
society? Is it not a fact that it is only when violence takes place, they
wake up to the social reality? Otherwise they feel they can live with it?
Is it not that they themselves have given legitimacy to small violence
which they use for political and economic advantage and gaining social
clout? Do they realise that political parties have been reduced to election
symbol-gaining machines and are not vehicles of peaceful economic and
social revolution? Do they realise that electoral political rhetoric and
populism are no substitute for a hard-headed political process where the
anger and frustration of the people are constant reminders to the political
and administrative rulers and keep them sensitive to the changing needs
and moods of an evolving society? Have they devised such a process?